
CSA GLOBAL DATA MANAGEMENT SERVICES

DATABASE HEALTH CHECK 

 

Successful exploration programmes generate huge quantities of data. This data underpins all important 
decisions from infill drilling, to mine planning and financial studies. In many cases there is a disconnect 
between the amount of money spent or attention paid to an exploration programme and the treatment of 
the data collected. If data is not stored correctly, data integrity is negatively impacted. This can affect the 
confidence in the asset, reducing its value.

International reporting codes such as JORC, SAMREC and NI43-101 require information about data 
collection, checks on data representivity and database integrity. Projects lacking this information may 
have difficulties in reaching Measured Resource Classification, or may be detrimentally affected by data 
integrity problems throughout the project life, which can become costly to rectify.

COST 
CSA Global is currently offering a free health check on a portion of your database, once we have 
undertaken the review we will provide recommendations to help you to maximise its integrity and value. 
This free health check can be undertaken at any stage of a projects life cycle, but the earlier in a 
programme that the correct procedures are put in place, the more cost effective they become.

DATA HOSTING 

 

Industry best practice states that you should use a SQL database. The cost can be prohibitive if this is 
done in-house, database set up can amount to a third of the yearly exploration budget before you have 
drilled one hole. CSA Global understand that this is a huge upfront cost that is hard to justify.

There is a solution. It costs approximately £1 per metre drilled to have trained CSA Global staff host your 
data in a secure and valid SQL database providing you with:

- Regular data exports in your chosen format.

- Data validation in real time during your exploration programme.

- GIS and visualisation outputs. 

- QA/QC checks and follow up with site and laboratory staff in a timely manner.

VARIABLE VS. FIXED COSTS  

It’s a small price to pay to get peace of mind that your data is secure and will remain that way. The table 
below gives an idea of the cost saving compared to metres drilled:

METRES DRILLED
COST OF HOSTING 
FROM START OF 

DRILLING

PRECENTAGE OF 
IN-HOUSE SET UP 

COST

COST OF HOSTING 
(HALFWAY THROUGH 

DRILLING)

PERECENTAGE OF 
IN-HOUSE SET UP 

COST

COST OF IN-HOUSE 
DATABASE*

30,000 £24,000 31% 32,000 41% £78,000

60,000 £42,000 54% 67,000 86% £78,000

90,000 £59,000 76% 104,000 133% £78,000

NB: these costs are indicative; CSA Global will provide a quote based on the data available, on an ad hoc basis. 
* Hardware, software, training and personnel. 

The CSA Global team has experience that empowers clients with technology 

solutions they need to suit their schedules and budget. We also provide training and 

support to upskill staff and maximise their potential. 
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SQL DATA FOR GEOLOGISTS 
 

Geologists are often given the task of setting up or running an SQL database, with 
limited or no formal training in SQL coding. Conversely most SQL courses are 
taught from the database management point of view, with limited geological 
understanding or relevance.

CSA Global offer training that bridges the gap. A course for geologists who want 
to interrogate and interpret data stored in their SQL database, minimising 
mistakes and maximising efficiencies while teaching you how to use SQL 
interrogation for day to day tasks.

The course will address problems such as:

• What data has been collected, and how can it be stored - geology, sampling, 
assay, geotechnical, metallurgical, environmental?

• Where the data is stored – what tables, how can it be accessed and viewed?

• Checking and validating the database - creating relationships triggers and 
constraints on tables.

• Accessing and manipulating the data - Select, Insert and Update queries (and Delete).

• Adapting the database format to suit new data - creating new tables and views.

• Backing up and restoring the database - automating these tasks in SQL. 

• Controlling access to the database - creating permissions.

• Exporting data – what options are available.

• Creating significant intercepts for reporting of exploration results.

• QA/QC data management - input, review and setting up of QA/QC reports for review.

If you would like assistance with your project, let us work with you during training 
to resolve it. CSA Global is happy to tailor the training to specific aspects of your 
project work. 

We will take you through the best way to address data interrogation in SQL and give 
you the skills to make your role easier. The added benefit for your employer is that 
during this course you will learn skills that will improve the efficiency of daily tasks, 
with the added benefit of improving database security and preventing errors.  

CONTACT US 

To find out more information or to book a consultation with us, please contact:  
 

Robyn Belcher  
Principal Consultant - Data Management, CSA Global United Kingdom 
T: +44 1403 255 969    E: DMM@csaglobal.com


